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guarantee that a predetermined time length of signal can be recorded on a recording medium 
having a predetermined storage capacity.— 

y 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 24, line 9, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

■ : —According to the information used when modifying the aforementioned allocation data 

[A amount reference value into an actual allocation data amount, the input signal is subjected to a 
pre-filter processing and the processed signal is coded, thus enabling the signal coding 



si 



deterioration to be made less remarkable. More specifically, when suppressing the 



~1 aforementioned actual allocation amount below the allocation data amount reference value, the 

u input image is subjected to a low-pass filter processing, thus enabling the image coding 

s s s 

2 deterioration to be made less remarkable. ~ 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 1-17: 



Please add the following Claims 18-29: 



■18. A signal coding method comprising the steps of: 

determining a coding difficulty for each unit time of anjnpufsfgnal; 
obtaining a reference value of allocatioj^dSfaamount interrelated with said coding 
difficulty of said input signal for said ea^fr-tfrnt time based on a standardized relationship 
between coding difficulty and^tiocation data amount, wherein said standardized relationship is 
provided when a reference motion picture image sequence is coded by way of variable bit rate 
coding withxpredetermined average bit rate; 
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modifying said reference value of said allocation data amount into an actual 
allocation data amount; and 

generating coded data by coding said input signal for said each unit time 
according to said actual allocation data amount. - 



U) 



—19. A signal coding method as claimed in Claim 18, wherein s^id step of modifying 
said reference value of said allocation data amount into an actual allocation data amount is 
carried out by controlling an actual allocation bit amount, so that/ total of a bit amount 
generated when a signal of a time length which can be recorded on a recording medium is equal 
to or below a bit amount available in the recording medium for signal recording.— 



-20. A signal coding method as claimed in/Claim 18, wherein said input signal is 
l J* subjected to a pre-filter processing according to/an information used when modifying said 



reference value of the allocation data amomatt into an actual allocation data amount, and said 
signal processed is coded.-- 



-21 . A signal coding mefthod as claimed in Claim 20, wherein said pre-filter processing 
carries out a low-pass filter Recessing to an input image when suppressing said actual allocation 
data amount below said reference value of the allocation data amount— 



-22. A signal coding method as claimed in Claim 18, wherein when said input signal is 
a moving picture image signal, said coding difficulty is determined according to an image 
characteristic information of said input image for each predetermined period of time and coding 
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is carried out with an allocation data amount reflecting human visual characteristic based on said 
image characteristic information. -- 

-23. A signal coding apparatus comprising: / 

coding difficulty calculating means for determining a coding difficulty for each 
unit time of an input signal; / 

means for obtaining a reference value of allocation dataymnount interrelated with 
said coding difficulty of said input signal for said each unit time based on a standardized 
relationship between coding difficulty and allocation data amowft, wherein said standardized 
relationship is provided when a reference motion picture im^ge sequence is coded by way of 
variable bit rate coding with a predetermined average bitrate; 

means for modifying said reference value of said allocation data amount into an 
actual allocation data amount; and / 

coding means for generatinaxoded data by coding said input signal for said each 
unit time according to said actual allocation data amount.-- 

-24. A signal coding apparatus as claimed in Claim 23 5 wherein said means for 
modifying said reference value of said allocation data amount into an actual allocation data 
amount controls an actual allocation bit amount, so that a total of a bit amount generated when a 
signal of a time length which can be recorded on a recording medium is equal to or below a bit 
amount available in the recording medium for signal recording.-- 
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-25. A signal coding apparatus as claimed in Claim 24, said apparatus further 
comprising pre-filter means for a pre-filter processing to said input signal, which filter means 
carries out a low-pass filter processing to an input image when suppressing said actual allocation 
data amount below the reference value of the allocation data amount.-- / 

—26. A signal recording medium on which a coded signal is to be recorded, wherein said 
coded signal is obtained by: / 

determining a coding difficulty for each unit time of an/input signal; 

obtaining a reference value of allocation data amoiuft interrelated with said coding 
difficulty of said input signal for said each unit time based on a/standardized relationship 
between coding difficulty and allocation data amount, wherein said standardized relationship is 
provided when a reference motion picture image sequence is coded by way of variable bit rate 
coding with a predetermined average bit rate; / 

modifying said reference value oj/said allocation data amount into an actual 
allocation data amount; and / 

generating coded data bv/5oding said input signal for said each unit time 
according to said actual allocation dara amount.-- 

-27. A signal transmission method comprising: 

determinim/a coding difficulty for each unit time of an input signal; 

obtaining; a reference value of allocation data amount interrelated with said coding 
difficulty of said inpi« signal for said each unit time based on a standardized relationship 
between coding difficulty and allocation data amount, wherein said standardized relationship is 
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